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At Edinburgh, Piazzi Smyth finds in the records
of the rock thermometers a marked eleven-year perio-
dicity, of which the range amounts to -about a degree
(Fahr.), and the maxima, instead of coinciding with
the sun-spot minima, come about two years behind
them.

As against all these, Mr. F. Chambers, of Bombay,
draws from the Asiatic observations of the barometer,
between 1848 and 1876, the conclusion that the sun is
hottest when most spotted. His paper will be found in
"Nature" of September 26, 1878, with a diagram of
the barometric curves from which he draws his con-
clusions.

On the whole, perhaps, as things now stand, it would
be fair to say that there is a small balance of probability
in favor of the statement that years of sun-spot maxi-
mum are a degree or so cooler than those of spot-mini-
mum ; but the balance is very slight indeed, and the
next investigation of somebody else may carry it to the
other side.

As regards the influence of sun-spots upon storms
and rainfall, the evidence, if not entirely conclusive, as
it is considered by Mr. Lockyer and some other high
authorities, is at least considerably stronger. In 1872
Mr. Meldrum, director of the observatory at the Mau-
ritius, published a comparison between the number of
cyclones observed in the Indian Ocean and the state of
the sun, and pointed out that the number of cyclones
was greatest at the time of a sun-spot maximum. We
quote his words (" Nature," vol. vi, p. 358): " Taking
the maxima and minima epochs of the sun-spot period,
and one year on each side of them, and comparing the
number of cyclones in these three-year periods, we get
the following results: